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Williamstown 

STATE RECORDS 

NOV 212022 

DEPARTMENT OF STAI £ 

Local Law No. ofthe year 20 22 

A local law providing for the p a r t i a l tax exemption of certain real property 
(Insert Title) 

owned by persons 65 years of age or over pursuant to Real Property 

Tax Law Section 467 as enacted by the Oswego County Legislature. 

Be it enacted by the Town Board ofthe 
(Name of Legislative Body) 

•Coun ty n C i t y QTown •V i l lage 
(Select one:) 

of Williams town as follows: 

SECTION 1: TITLE 

This shall be known as Local Law 4 of the year 2022 for the Town of Williamstown, a local law 
providing for the partial tax exemption of certain real property owned by persons 65 years of age 
or over pursuant to Real Property Tax Law §467 as enacted by the Oswego County Legislature. 

SECTION 2: PURPOSE AND INTENT 

(a) The Oswego County Legislature has, heretofore, by Resolution number 146 of 1990 enacted 
a partial property tax exemption for persons 65 years of age or older, based upon certain income 
qualifications, pursuant to Real Property Tax Law 467 with a maximum income level of 
$12,525. 

(b) In 1999, the Oswego County Legislature, by Resolution after public hearing changed the 
income eligibility schedule regarding a partial tax exemption on property owned by persons 65 
years or older. 
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(c) The County of Oswego wishes to establish higher income eligibility levels via a sliding scale 
for those 65 or older eligible to receive a partial exemption in accordance with Real Property Tax 
Law (RPTL)§ 467 and formalize the partial exemption under a local law. 

(d) By this local law, the Town of Williamstown wishes to enact and formalize the partial tax 
exemption enacted by the County of Oswego for persons 65 years of age or older, based upon 
certain income qualifications, pursuant to RPTL §467. 

SECTION 3. PARTIAL EXEMPTION GRANTED UNDER RPTL §467 

Real property owned by one or more persons, each of whom is sixty-five (65) years of age or 
over, or real property owned by husband and wife or by siblings, one of whom is sixty-five years 
of age or over, shall be exempt from taxation for county purposes up to a maximum of fifty per 
cent (50%) of the assessed value provided the owner(s) meet the qualifications set forth below. 
For the purposes of this local law, sibling shall mean a brother or a sister, whether related 
through half blood, whole blood or adoption. Any person otherwise qualifying under this section 
shall not be denied the exemption under this section i f they become sixty-five years of age after 
the appropriate taxable status date and on or before December thirty-first (3P^) ofthe same year. 

EXEMPTION INCOME RANGE (in dollars) 
; N T A G E LOW HIGH 

50% 0 29,000.00 
45% 29,000.01 29,999.99 
40% 30,000.00 30,999.99 
35% 31,000.00 31,999.99 
30% 32,000.00 32,899.99 
25% 32,900.00 33,799.99 
20% 33,800.00 34,699.99 
15% 34,700.00 35,599,99 
10% 35,600.00 36,499.99 
5% 36,500.00 37,399.99 
0%o 37,400 and over 

SECTION 4: INCOME QUALIFICATIONS 

(a) The partial exemption to be granted hereunder shall be determined by the income ofthe 
owner or the combined income of the owners of the property for the income tax year 
immediately preceding the date of making application (hereinafter referred to individually or 
collectively as "income"). 

(b) Income tax year shall mean the twelve-month period for which the owner or owners filed a 
federal personal income tax return for the year before the income tax year immediately preceding 
the date of application. 
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(c) Where title is vested in either a husband or a wife, their combined income may not exceed 
such sum, except where the husband or wife, or ex-husband or ex-wife is absent from the 
property as provided in subparagraph (c)(2) of Section 4 of this local law, then only the income 
of the spouse or ex-spouse residing on the property shall be considered and may not exceed such 
sum. 

(d) Such income shall include Social Security and retirement benefits, interest, dividends, total 
gains from the sale or exchange of a capital asset which may be offset by a loss fi-om the sale or 
exchange of a capital asset in the same income tax year, net rental income, salary or earnings, 
and net income from self-employment, but shall not include a return of capital, gifts, 
inheritances, and such other forms of income which are excluded under Real Property Tax Law § 
467(3)(a), presently and as may be amended. Any such income shall be offset by all medical 
and prescription drug expenses actually paid by owner which were not reimbursed or paid for by 
insurance. The provisions of this paragraph notwithstanding, such income shall not include 
Veteran's disability compensation, as defined in Title 38 ofthe United States Code. In 
computing net rental income and net income from self-employment no depreciation deduction 
shall be allowed for the exhaustion, wear and tear of real or personal property held for the 
production of income. 

SECTIONS: ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

No exemption shall be granted hereunder unless: 

(a) the owner shall have held an exemption under this section for his previous residence or 
unless the title ofthe property shall have been vested in the ovmer or one of the owners of the 
property for at least twelve consecutive months prior to the date of making application for 
exemption, provided, however, that in the event of the death of either a husband or wife in whose 
name title of the property shall have been vested at the time of death and then becomes vested 
solely in the survivor by virtue of devise by or descent from the deceased husband or wife, the 
time of ownership of the property by the deceased husband or wife shall be deemed also a time 
of ownership by the survivor and such ownership shall be deemed continuous for the purposes of 
computing such period of twelve consecutive months, In the event of a transfer by either a 
husband or wife to the other spouse of all or part of the title to the property, the time of 
ownership of the property by the transferor spouse shall be deemed also a time of ownership by 
the transferee spouse and such ownership shall be deemed continuous for the purposes of 
computing such period of twelve consecutive months. Where property of the owner or owners 
has been acquired to replace property formerly owned by such owner or owners and taken by 
eminent domain or other involuntary proceeding, except a tax sale, the period of ownership of 
the former property shall be combined with the period of ownership of the property for which 
application is made for exemption and such periods of ownership shall be deemed to be 
consecutive for purposes of this section. Where a residence is sold and replaced with another 
within one year and both residences are within the state, the period of ownership of both 
properties shall be deemed consecutive for purposes of the exemption from taxation by a 
municipality within the state granting such exemption. Where the owner or owners transfer title 
to property which as of the date of transfer was exempt from taxation tmder the provisions of this 
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section, the reacquisition of title by such owner or owners within nine months of the date of 
transfer shall be deemed to satisfy the requirement of this paragraph that the title of the property 
shall have been vested in the owner or one of the owners for such period of twelve consecutive 
months. Where, upon or subsequent to the death of an owner or owners, title to property which 
as of the date of such death was exempt from taxation under such provisions, becomes vested, by 
virtue of devise or descent from the deceased owner or owners, or by transfer by any other means 
within nine months after such death, solely in a person or persons who, at the time of such death, 
maintained such property as a primary residence, the requirement of this paragraph that the title 
of the property shall have been vested in the owner or one of the owners for such period of 
twelve consecutive months shall be deemed satisfied; 

(b) the property is used exclusively for residential purposes, provided, however, that in the event 
any portion of such property is not so used exclusively for residential purposes but is used for 
other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining portion only shall be 
entitled to the exemption provided by this section; 

(c) the real property is the legal residence of and is occupied in whole or in part by the ovmer or 
by all ofthe ovmers of the property: except where, 

(1) an owner is absent from the residence while receiving health-related care as an 
inpatient of a residential health care facility, as defined in section twenty-eight hundred 
one of the public health law, provided that any income accruing to that person shall only 
be income only to the extent that it exceeds the amount paid by such owner, spouse, or 
co-ovmer for care in the facility, and provided further, that during such confinement such 
property is not occupied by other than the spouse or co-owner of such owner; or, 

(2) the real property is owned by a husband and/or wife, or an ex-husband and/or an ex-
wife, and either is absent from the residence due to divorce, legal separation or 
abandonment and all other provisions of this section are met provided that where an 
exemption was previously granted when both resided on the property, then the person 
remaining on the real property shall be sixty-two years of age or over. 

(d) the real property otherwise meets the qualifications contained in Real Property Tax Law§ 
467, as the same may be amended from time to time. 

SECTION 6: ADMINISTRATION 

Application for such exemption must be made by the owner, or all of the ovmers of the property 
upon such forms as may be prescribed from time to time by the NYS Office of Real Property 
Services. Such applications must be filed with the assessor of the town or city in which the real 
property is located on or before the taxable status date. Nothing herein shall impair a partial 
exemption presently enjoyed by an eligible property owner. 

SECTION?: EFFECTIVE DATE 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) 

1, (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

I tiereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ^ 

the {(MjSD^^Oe^Town)^Otl^^ of Wi l l iamstown 

Town Board on November 9, 20 

(Name ofLegislative Body) 
provisions of law. 

of 20 22 of 

was duly passed by the 

in accordance with the applicable 

—(Passage by leea! legislative body with approval, ne disapproval or repassage arter disapproval by the elective 

Chief Executive Officer*.) 
iT^ieby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 

the (Cotti5ty)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passedMthe 

on 
(Name of Legisî iii/e Body) 

(repassed after dis^^roval) by the 

on 

(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

2Q\^ sTl, in accordance w ith the applicable provisions of law. 

, and was {approved)(p0f approved) 

and was de^rfled duly adopted 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hSr^o, designated as local law No. 

the (County)(City)(Town)(Vlllage) of 

(Name ofLegislative Body) 

(repassed after disapproval) by the 

was duly passed by the 

, and was (approved)(not approved) 

on ^ 20 _ ^. 
(Elective Chief Executiv^/Officer* 

Such local law was submitted to the people by reasopr^f a (mandatory)(pfecmissive) referendum, and received the affirmative 

vote of a majority of the qualified electors votina,tMereon at the (general)(special(annuaI) election held on 

20 , in accordance with the applicablp^rovisions of law. 

4. (Subject to permissive re f ^ r ^dum and final adoption because no valid petition w a i l e d requesting referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the locaL.4^ annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 

the (County)(City)(Towp)(Vinage) of v^as duly passed by the 

on 20 

on 

(Name of Legispmre Body) 

(repassefi^er disapproval) by the 

(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

'was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of 

- 2 Q - _ _ , in accordance witli the applicable piuvisions of law.— 

, and was (approv^d)(not approved) 

20 . Stleh local 

* Elective Ctiief Executive Oflicer means or indudes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there 
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is 
vested writh the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 
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City lucdl law uuiiueruing Cl^ailei levision proposed by petition.) 
that the local law annexed hereto, designated as iocal law No.. here 

the City of 

the Municipal Home Rule La 

thereon at the (special)(generaI) electiorT 

of 20. 
_ having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions ofsectiorr(36)(37) of 

having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualiJied-etSctors of such city voting 

n 20 becaiii»-o0Srative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption o f ^ 

I hereby certify that the local law anneJied-hefetordesignated as local law Nn ^"-"---^ of 20 of 

the County of ^ - ^ " ^ State of New York, having been submitted to the electoTs-atftie^eneral Election of 

November ^^ - ^^^ IQ , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 ofthe Municipal HomeT^dleLgw and having 

recgived-tf^affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majorityof 

qudlified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at ooid gonerol election, became opGrotivo.— 

(If arty other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 

1 further certliy that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same is a 

correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in 

paragraph, ! _ above. iT^cZ/ y? XP / 

(Seal) 

Clerk of the county legislative body. City, Town or Village Clerk or 
officer designated by local legislative body 

Fa i t h Baker, Town Clerk 

Date: ///9/?U>^2^ 
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